
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

March 17, 2023 

The Honorable Tony Sanders 

State Superintendent of Education 

Illinois State Board of Education 

100 North First Street 

Springfield, IL 62777-0001 

Dear Superintendent Sanders: 

I am writing in response to the Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE’s) request on December 

1, 2022, for a one-year extension of the State’s waiver of section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), which stipulates that a State may not 

assess more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students in the grades assessed using an 

alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). ISBE 

requested this waiver because, based on State data for the 2021-2022 school year, ISBE has 

concluded that it will assess more than 1.0 percent of students using an AA-AAAS in 

reading/language arts (R/LA) and mathematics in the 2022-2023 school year.  

After reviewing ISBE’s waiver request, I am declining to exercise my authority under section 

8401(b) of the ESEA for a one-year (school year 2022-2023) waiver of section 

1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) of the ESEA. ISBE has not demonstrated progress in reducing the percentage 

of students taking the AA-AAAS in R/LA and mathematics between the 2018-2019 and 2021-

2022 school years. In fact, the percentage increased in all three subjects between 2018-2019 and 

2021-2022.  

If the data reported by ISBE are incorrect and the State can demonstrate progress in reducing the 

percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS between the 2018-2019 and 2021-2022 school 

years, ISBE may revise its waiver request, consistent with section 8401(b)(4)(B)(ii) of the ESEA, 

to meet the requirements under 8401(b)(1)(C) and (F) and 34 CFR § 200.6(c)(4)(ii). The revised 

waiver request must address how the State met the requirements in 34 CFR § 200.6(c)(4), 

including demonstrating substantial progress towards achieving each component of the prior 

year’s plan and timeline and reducing the percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS. The 

revised waiver request must be submitted no later than 60 days from the date of this letter.   
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